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YOU WANNA
TELL ME THE
REAL REASON
WE'RE HERE?

wi

» -

I FIND IT
HARD TO

BELIEVE WE
TRAVELLED | MEANWHEN

ALL THIS wAY
JUST TO--

THEY
meHThor | TS ESEENCE
BEABLETD ~ PSEERING
SEEMTYET WO THE
SOMEONELIKE  AND FAGTER.
1OUCAL.




994 1SN

SI‘\\/

3 Z
R I'M
=  GETTING
— INTERFERENCE.
—  HOW I& THAT
— EVEN S
— POS&SIBLE?

;i)

\\
22010

ToTHIS

PROBABLY
WON'T GET
ME
ANYWHERE.




GUESS |
GOT TIME
TO KiLL.

MAYBE =

T'LL GET
LUNCH

SOMEWHERE —

ELSE...




FELIX HIROSH

DID
you /
T HIT HURT? ® irs
HIM?!

I'™M
JUST A
LITTLE
SHAKEN

uP.

DON'T

WORRY,

, MISS,
~ I'M FINE.

IF You
DON'T MIND
ME ASKING...
WHY DID You
JUST TRY TO

KILL ME?

UH--

VAL ARE
{ fl (4 You
¢ OKAY?

¢
<

IT WAS 3
AN ACCIDENT! }
THAT &TUPID
BIRD ATTACKED
L A ‘ UH...
[ Y-YEAH?

N THeN

L
1 A\
WE &HOULD ‘

\ PROBABLY ! RlGH‘/‘rf!' 4
P GET OUT OF j / g

\ THE ROAD.

I




DID HE
FoLLow
ME!?

WELCOME ) NoO...
\ I DousT ( THAT'LL
MANY po.
DINERS DO. N~ \
WE PO
HAVE FRIED N
CALAMARY. ~7
o
\
Whdl
i 1
{
Pl f
— \ \
| 4 y)
you )
SERVE
ocToPUS
HERE?
AND F WELL T WAS
N YOU DON'T MIND, PRACTICALLY
A I'D LIKE TO | RAISED HERE
ALK YOU SOME &0 T HOPE
QUESTIONS I CAN HELP.
ABOUT THIS /

PLACE.

THAT FANN
DOESN'T 2 S

e oIND k SUPERNATURAL...?
FAMILIAR... |
ESPECIALLY 3

IF "MAGICIAN"

1& SOME WHAT'S
KINDA &ICHK WHA-= THAT LOOK |
EUPHEMISM. No! FOR? DID YA

! THINK OF
2 4 SOMETHING?
" . /
TALKING
" ABOUT X\
i SOMETHING
SUPERNATURAL.
e LS ) 7 IT usUALLY
EXTREMELY ) ONLY COVERS
UNRELATED... A COUPLE
BUT SOMETHING BLOCKS AT A
RECENTLY STARTED TIME AND IT
HAPPENING THAT SEEMS
YOU WOULDN'T [ COMPLETELY
HAVE HEARD OF S | RANDOM WHERE
IF YOU'RE NOT IT SHOWS UP.
FROM EARWOOD.
s 7
A FEW
TIMES A WEEK %RUZA'T;
FOR THE PAST :Fea
M%%‘}Z‘;EN%; ACCIDENTS
' BECAUSE OF
THERE'S THIS FOV FAT T
FoG THAT COMES IN
. ROLL& IN. -

HEH. A
I ALMOST Mayze lfc
GOT RUN was the Bird's
OVER BY A
GIRL ON HER fauit.... How
SCOOTER would you react
EARLIER. R )
WASN'T ANY i£ one flew right
FOG THOUGH. (i in your face
AT { !
N &HE while you were
TRIED TO (* drivina something
BLAME IT
ith NO
ON A BIRD. l/ O with A
’ windshield? /

N\ I HEARD BUTIT
/ :{:3} A THAT ONE DAY REMINDS ME
QUESTIONS? TN\ SHE CAME TO OF THE
/ THERE THIS DINER AND STORIES I WAS
WAS A WOMAN PERFORMED A TOLD ABOUT
- i a "TRICK" NO ONE'S MY MOTHER.
@ ERE IN EVER SEEN
o AL et BEFORE OR
ABOUT A MAYBE AROUND fopefegptolad
RUMOR THAT 18 YEARS AGO. THE FACT.
CAUGHT MY \\ .
INTEREST. SHE WAS (
SUPPOSEDLY
— ¢ some ko oF | |7 o ‘
DON'T KNow \
. WHAT THAT |
T TRICIK WAS...
SHE wouLD
WENT MISSING YOU KNOowW
WHEN T WAS ANYTHING
LITTLE. ABOUT
IT?
I HEARD
THAT RUMOR
AND REALIZED
IT WOULD'VE
HAPPENED NOT
LONG AFTER.
N —

{ HowD You
\ FlGURE?

IT's |

ANOTHER
THING
ON MY LI&T
OF WEIRD
STUFF
HAPPENING
RECENTLY. /

THIS

PAST WEEK

I CAUGHT A
LOT OF CROWS
HITCHING RIDES

ON PEDESTRIANS
AND MOVING
VEHICLES.

BUT AGAIN,
I pousT
THAT'LL HELP
YOoU FIND
YOUR MOM.

7



You SAID (T
HAPPENED
A WHILE AGO
40 MAYBE
MY MOM
KNows
SOMETHING
ABOUT IT.

I THINK
SHE WOULD'VE
JUST BEEN
TAKING OVER
THE DINER
AROUND THEN.

_/

-

5
L=

“\J

s

A

/' MAGIC TRICKS.

/ I'LL GO
ALK HER IF
SHE

REMEMBERS
ANY cooL

ITLL
PROBABLY
HELP IF
I KNow
THIS
MAGICIAN'S
NAME TOO.

WELL
IF THE &TORY
1S5 TRUE, AND
IT ACTUALLY
WAS MY

WAS IN TOWN  oR ANY TALK

J —

HER NAME

/ WOULD'VE BEEN
' gy A , EQETTA
I LANCER.
I MET DON'T
MICKEY'S REMEMBER
"LANCER"...? | FATHER THE NAME
( BECAUSE HE "EQETTA"

DDI
HEAR THAT
RIGHT?

N

YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR
A "LANCER"
WHO CAME BY
HERE ALMOS&T
TWO DECADES
AGO?

LOOKING FOR  agoUT MAGIC
HIS MISSING TRICKS...
SISTER.

WAIT--!
4
)

A4/

'

£
\ = S BUT _ o
UNFORTUNATELY. WELL - GOTTA /
HIS FATHER AT LEAST KEEP /
WAS ONLY IN I KNOW T . /
TOWN FOR A MIGHT HAVE LOCKIN' ]
&HORT WHILE. A COUSIN /
LEFT LONG
BEFORE =
I EVEN KNEW :
I WAS Q_/ 4
PREGNANT. /
. X —
B
{ i T— /
(\ = T THIS
\ - / &HouLD
| | _cover )
\ THE SQUID.
WY

I DIDN'T
EVEN
CATCH HIS

NAME.

..BUT I
CERTAINLY
REMEMBER
THE NAME

LANCER.

ESPECIALLY
SINCE T LET
MICKEY KEEP
THE NAME
INSTEAD OF
LETTING 'EM

GOOFY ALS

GET PICKED ON
FOR TAKING MY

LAST NAME. /’

His first
name is
MICKEY.

&0
YOU'RE
SAYING

You DON'T
KNow AgouT
HER?

...AND THE \
GUY WHO
wouLp
ISN'T
AROUND?

/ Loorke WHY ,
LIKE THAT DIDN'T YOU I DID
WAS A ASK ABOUT ALK,
DEAD END. THE FATHER? | HE'S oUT
A OF THE s~
PICTURE. \

YOUKNOW
WHAT IT COULD

MEAN F HE |
1S WHO WE ",
THINK.
N—  —




IT'S JUST A
COINCIDENCE.

THAT'S NOT
WHAT WE'RE
HERE TO
INVESTIGATE.

N

GRAND DIRECTIVE
ISN'T SOMETHING

N\

2.
NS
/ I

A

SPECIFICALLY TO AVOID

EVENT LIKE THE
ONE YOURE HERE

THE

YOU CAN JUST
SHRUG OFF.

THE BOARD
IMPLEMENTED IT

COM/ERGENCE

7O PREVENT.

BECOME
MORE VITAL ON

A HELLION

WHICH
IS WHY YOU
SHOULD BE

WITH YOUR
STORY. ..

EXPONENTIALLY

RARE OCCASION
THE BOARD SENDS

ACROSS THE VELL.

MORE CAREFUL

THE

%

N\

/

/ THOSE RULES \// m
N 1 PR

TAK ABOUT 7

“MAGIC TRICKS" }/,

IS TOO RISKY.

IF THE
EARTH-HUMANS
GATHER AN INKLING
OF YOUR TRUE
BUSINESS HERE,
OR THE SECRETS
BEYOND THE VEIL,

<N\

OUT IN PUBLIC!

yem

I GET IT.
THAT'S WHY
YOoU &HOULD
KEEP QUIET

ROCKS DON'T
TALK HERE!

AND
T THINK

COMING...

SOMEONE'S

J

~

Yo,
T WAIT UP!

YOU FORGOT
TO INTRODUCE
YOURSELF.

15 FELIX...
YOU ARE...7

/ THOSE
PEOPLE

BACK AT
THE DINER...

r

you
SAID IT
YOURSELF
THAT YOU MIGHT
BE RELATED
TO THEM. BUT
YOU DIDN'T
GIVE 'EM ANY
CONTACT INFO
BEFORE YOU
LEFT

f N\
LOOKED

—

ANYWAY,
[ I coT THAT
GUY'S NUMBER r
FOR You TO 2\ )
i

KINDA

BUMMED CALL HIM IF 4y - 4
ABOUT IT. YoUu FIND ‘v /

v/ ANYTHING OUT.
7 ..or \
MORE
FLABBER-
GASTED,

7S
WHAT'S THIS
THAT IT'S
WRITTEN ON?
IT'S KINDA
HARD TO
SEE WITH
THE PRINT.

SORRY, IT'S
A COUPON
FROM WHERE

T WORK.

.-WHICH T
SHOULD
PROBABLY
GET GOING
To.

HOPEFULLY,
I WON'T
NEED THIS.

LET'S
GIVE THIS
ANOTHER

i —

= si6NALL S

4 >~
SIS



ONLY
REACTS
TO ETHERIC
ACTWITY.

% IT MAKES
Yy SENSE SHE
¢ WOULDN'T BE
INTERACTING
WITH IT
CONSISTENTLY.

«“Vy/ WHATEVER \76 ’ “,\

| THE REASON,  gspecniLy

N ‘ '
W\\\' \\ HERUSE OF  "F SE'S

\ THE ETHER _ gEEN USING IT
I\ w\\“,

50 WHAT
WOULD SHE
NEED THE
ETHER FOR

PERHAPS
|| sHE 1S usinG
| T For HER

1S UKELY WHAT a1 1S TiME.
| CONVERGENCE. /\—W/
Y 2. L

IS CAUSING THE
Z

v

LIKE SHE'S
SOMEWHERE
IN THERE.

IF BEING
HERE & &UCH
A THREAT TO
THE DIRECTIVE,...

g ..\WHY DID

&TAY HERE
FOR &0

THE BOARD
LET EQETTA

BUT I
IMAGINE THEY
A\ BELIEVED
SHE WASN'T
A THREAT.

THE THREAT

SHE POSED
WASN'T WORTH

THE RISK OF
SENDING MORE
HELLIONS ACROSS
THE VELL.

iy

[

),
7R\ /|
&0

WHA
CHANGED?
DY
111171

1

T
'
P

.. OR THAT V{\;
A

]

>

p

7

THE a/ﬁR/UI/VG

THE VEIL
IS THINNING.

THE ETHER
WAS ALWAYS
ACCESSIBLE
BY HELLIONS,
BUT IT ONLY

AND MOM
WAS THE ONE

WHO &ET IT
IN MOTION!




Ea M,
N S
; W § who
| AR e, , :

SHOCKED YOU
ARE SO CURIOUS.
NOQMALLV YOURE

ALL “KICK BUTT,

AND ASK QUESTIONS

LATER".

NORMALLY,
I HAVE ALL
I NEED TO

THIS TIME
IT'S MY
MOTHER.

SOMETHING'S
WRONG WITH
THE SIGNAL....

IT'S NOT JUusT
THE LOCATOR.

SOMETHING
ELSE 15 OFF.
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I DO NOT
THINK THAT




///w‘y 4 //

//I

YOU EVEN
GET HERE?
THE ONLY
ENTRY POINT
SHOULD BE--

r snzzl‘.'w'r W\\/

EARTH ISN'T S0 HUC"!
SUPPOSED TO
HAVE

"\ werewoLvess

WHY ARE You

I'VE BEEN {—=|

' 'SAVING MY
APPETITE
FOR THIS
MOMENT..,

9 Ir vou
CARE ABOUT

N THAT DIRECTIVE
crAP, YOU'LL

JUST HAFTA

STOP MEY




COULDN'T HAVE

ANTICIPATED
OTHER HOSTILE
HELLIONS WOULD

BE HERE.

EITHER LET
THIS THING
GO ONA
BAMPAGE
OR &TOP IT
AND TAKE ALL
THE BLAMEZ?!

WHAT 7/

BUT NOONE'S ||

AROUNP TO

DOESN'T MATTER!
ANY USE OF ETHER
OF THAT MAGNITUDE

AT ALL, WILL BE
A VIOLATION OF
THE DIRECTIVE!

WHAT THE--17
SOMEONE
COULDPA
WARNED ME
ABOUT THAT!

AM I
SUPPOSED
TO FIGHT

BACK?!

R AN ‘ﬂ#
of/ ;’

) we Have o
FIND ANOTHER

AT IN

')
b —

JUST KEEP
RUNNING
FOR NOW/




IF POSSIBLE,
WE ALSO NEED
TO FIND OUT
f HOW THIS HELLION
WOUND UP HERE

FAR ALONG THAT

CROSS THE VEL,
WE MUST INFORM

Ll

HAVE GOTTEN

’ -
g ; 2
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2/ ! s (-
HEREZ! / B P /, V. \‘a
7
T4
Sy g Py
) @ 7
"; 7 :

N Z? : s
_ ? =
2 /7 1)) U
= /
... BUT EITHER OF =
THOSE OPTIONS

PUTTING SOME
DISTANCE
BETWEEN--

—-"1

/ SOME FORM OF
CONSPIRACY. "CONSPIRACY'?...

NOT GETTING
AWAY FROM




PERFECT!/
ITLL ONLY

BE STUNNED
FOR A SHORT
WHILE.

NOW GO
FIND SOME
way TO
RESTRAIN IT/
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= How IS
- THIS..7! i

— 4
Z,

Wad \
,//I IJ)\
’w
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A

2R THIS LOOKS =
o =  JUST LIKE... =

,?/
b,

L" 1 (\.. y : ,_;v‘
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How couLD
THIS BE?/

ITS AN
EXACT copy

ONE IN
HELY

F THE

WELL IT'S
FREAKY
AT BEST!




